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Rotary International sponsors foreign exchange student

Found: adventurous, studious youth

~ , '
By Connie lewis

Meet Olot Ahlen, age 17, born
in the country of Sweden. Chosen
|.'r§.' Forary International as a ﬁ)rt:ig_:m
L'Kt:]'hl!'lgﬂ." :iT:Ilt]‘."l-lr. ."J'lll.:" SUALSS, .
“Life has many possibilicies. This is
one: to explore, to leave home and
maove on with your life, If you have
t]'H.‘ Ll.l_'fi]n‘.' [1.':] L]H t!'li.h'l. ] ||.i5_’_‘]|.]:r
recommend that vou apply to the
Rocary.”

According to Ahlen, the Rora-
ry vequires an application one year
in advance of the vear one would
like to !1'1.1I1.!.:r' abroad. .f'Lpp]iL':mtx
are asked to list three possible hose
countrics and then are interviewed,
as are other applicants,

The Rotary secks to creare
contacts with other countries and
learn about their cultures. Studenes
who are selected have the op-
portunity to live with as many as
three or four different familics in
the host country, in order to gain
a wider influence and spectrum of
experiences.

Ahlen states thar living abroad
]‘r(:l"u'il.‘l'l.'ﬁ Th.l_' HIFTI'\I::ITI l]]'l.i.T}l' Tid g{.'l.'

o |.'\'..]'|1::l\"|' :1]11.] |'_'|::|:1|.]v:.'r|.§:.\'_' h]‘[]'l.‘;l_']}-tl::l
grow. Highly motivated, person-
able and incelligent, he believes in
doing the best he can in every en-
deavor. To thar end, he is conrinu-
ing his piano lessans here in the
Uniced Stares and pracrices two o
three hours daily. He enjoys listen-
ing to the Jacksonville Symphony
Orchestea and the opera,

Ahlen’s Swedish home is lo-
cated in a rural area of countryside,
where he resides with his parencs
and sister. It is locared approxi-
|'|'I'.|'|f-l:'|:|.' anc |'|.::|||' I'l.Ol,ll' ".l'DTl"I fh{" -l:l I'-_!'I
of Gothenburg, which is the sec-
ond largest city in Sweden with a
]H.:I]H.‘l].‘LI!i.l:JI.‘.I ;lE‘l."l-l:.lx.l][]:ll.L'I.:r' 1.|:'|L‘ same
as .llil\'.-l(.‘i{:llt\"i.“f.

H'l.‘ 'ih I:"lerﬂ'l'lTI:r' ‘."nnfll.l.lf'l.l at
Mandarin High School, which is
approximarely twelve times the
size of his school in Sweden, The
h'L'l.“H.’l.h ;ll.h';f {il[IE’r ill l|1.11. :il:“.";.i.:il'
izl'.'LI |'-:|'(1gr.‘|l1|.:i Aarc oy H'-l'.'l'f.tl. L] S“"‘.'t:l-
ish students. For example, upon

i

his rerurn to Sweden, Ahlen will be
studying in the field of Matural Sci-
ence. Previously, he was studying
in a feld he has enjoyed all his life,
Electronics and Computer Science.
His passion is the soudy of chance,
probability and physics,

While it is i.;]'mlh'nging o
make and maincain new friends
here, due to the fact thar he is
not permited to drive, his love
of music and magic All in his free
time. In addition, Ahlen enjoys the
eclectic tastes found in our restau-
rants including the variery of cafes,
stores and the Liccle Theatre in 5an
h‘iil.l.'li.l:h JI\'.' Ji.]i.f.'.‘- our I."iJIL'L..II.'LL'H ..II:“.I.
wa:ph:. He will miss boch, he SAVS,
when he rerurns home.,

OHot Ahlen enjoys playing the piono af the Lindell's.

Most of this vear, he will be
with the Lindell family in Manda-
rin. His host parents are Debbie
and Mike. They have four chil-
dren, Jennifer, Brent, David and
Sarah, Rocky is the family per.
Mike Lindell is an attorney and an
active member of Rotary. Ahlen is
the fourth student his family has
hoseed.

Mike Lindell states chat chis
15 a great opportunity for the host

F.IF.Hi.lj' T CX p:*r'u'n e 5[]11‘[’ L'I]lrll res,

political views and opinions. It is
ﬂj‘.ﬂ- '-.'\,"I':l.-' I'I:"‘.'.-':JT-:HI'lg o h'{l‘-‘{" some
influence on the student’s opin-
i.l.J n l:}ri.:lll.f li.Lt]1 Lre. ]I'.' E’I]"'I.i.t]l[]}

Studious youth cont. on page 15
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Mandarin Christian School’s annual
Medieval Feast enjoyed by all

By Confibuting Witer Madison Michals, MCS teacher and parent

Imagine you are walking on
rolling hills of beautiful grass chat
|1.'.:':L1 rl;:l | li'I'H.'I:'Ti!l:'l|]i"|r 11]{'.\|.|.'il'."'r'i!|
castle, As you enter the castle, the
sound of music fills vour ears and
you smell the delicious aroma of
W]‘l:n :i.".- sure o l‘{.‘ a |[|.'J.g|':|if-|';.L'['||.
fease. The lords and ladies of the
court, displaying lavers of silk and
velvet, lead the procession to din-
ner. As the guests move through
the castle into the {l.:ill.il:'l':{ hall, their
eyes fall on a Jester who is enter-

buzz around as servants, providing
for their guests and taking care of
their needs. .
Mandarin Christian School’s
annual sixth grade Medieval Feast
provided yer another magnificent
and authentic feast, complete with
all the trimmings. Students and
parents participated in traditional
medieval dancing and enjoyed a
spectacular show, After the meal,
the families moved into the au-
ditorium for a beilliant medieval

raining the crowd
with his |':,|‘|:J;‘|;|]in‘|::'.,
Authentic sword-
Rghting occupies
the open area that
surrounds the ban
quet. Fair maidens
walk through the
crowd, handing
our ears as they
speak with each
guest,

Ihe Zuests
witnessed the
crowning of the
Cueen (Sydney
Morrs, sixcth
grade) and the King (Spen-
cer Michols, sixth grade) while
.1nx'|{:-|.1s|:rr awaiting the exciting
events to follow, The horn sounded

=nare q I'j ._Ig'l

-
Medieval maidens leannette Dearing (music
aocher] ond Marignne Yorgas (music teacher)

story and concert, performed by
the sixth grade students’ Perform-
ing Ares class. The concers was

(Wesley Bush, sixth grade) ro signal Medieval Feast cont. on page 12

the serving of the feast. The guests
enjoyed a delicious meal (eaten
with their ﬁngcrs, of coursel. The
ffth grade parents and scudents

Over 400 bears donated to Sheritf’s office

Local insurance company commits to
helping others in the community

By Martie Thampsan

On Wednesday, December 20,
the local sales and customer service
office of Liberty Mutual Insurance
Company met up with representa-
tives of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
CHfwce ourside the Police Memorial
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that many students come to this — receive written information giving
country believing thar the violence  a detailed descriprion of personal-
I.'.l(]]'l:l'ﬂ_'h'l‘.‘l’.‘l i]'l ]'E]{!f\-':it'.‘i :i.‘a' fl'l.t' 'l'u"“-'l}" W il':f'. 'Fﬂl']'li.]}r' l‘_"IPﬂl'_'tLIti“I'lH, :I.C:Il'.{ll:l'.l'l:ic
live. Both Mike Lindell and Ahlen  achievement, religious belicfs, food
recommend the exchange program.  preferences and hobbies, Please
They believe it is a wonderful contact Bill Walker ar the Manda-
experience. rin Rotary Club ar 629-6110 for
Anyone interested in becom-  additional information.
ing a host or exchange student will

Olaf Ahlen and his host family,
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